
Synopsis 
“Is Your Teen A Homosexual?” is a short allegorical comedy 

that satirizes the "teen hygiene" educational films of the 
1950s. Johnny, the teenage son of an atypical North 

American suburban family, decides to announce to his family 
that he is gay. His parents, Mom and Dad, are in severe 

denial while his little sister doesn't see what the problem is. 
With the help of the Narrator step-by-step guide, the parents 

are able to come to terms, in albeit a twisted and heavily 
stereotyped way, with Johnny's homosexuality. All the while, 
the child who has the real psychological issues, the sister who 
can’t stop mutilating her dolls, is left to her own devices. Each 

character has their own quirks and issues, Dad has a 
persistent eye twitch, Mom can’t stop popping pills and even 
the Narrator is gradually revealed to be an alcoholic as the 

film progresses. 



Cast  

Laura Mitchell….…………………………Mom 
James Murray……………………………..Dad 

Neil Kroetsch………………………………Narrator 
Laurent M. Pitre………………………….Johnny 
Isabella D’Alesandro…………………..Norma 

Key Crew 
Written & Directed by 

Tamara Scherbak 

Produced by 
Faisal Lutchmedial & 

Tamara Scherbak 

Cinematography by 
Gabriele Kislat 

Art Direction by 
Valentina Oresic 

Sound by 
Yecine Meliani 



Bios 
Writer/Director/Producer: Tamara Scherbak has won awards 
for Best Director and Best Film for “Dedashka”. Her other 
works, “I U SHE” (a collaboration with music artist Peaches 
for Pop Montreal), “Only Sky & Water” (part of the TIFF 
Emerging Filmmakers Competition), “Recycle, Reuse, 
Remix” (produced by the National Film Board of Canada), 
and “Raya” have screened in numerous film festivals around 
the world such as in competition at the Hot Docs Film Festival 
and Cannes Short Film Corner. Tamara has also been selected 
as a writer/director for the Toronto International Film Festival 
Talent Lab and as filmmaker-in-residence at 33 Officina 
Creativa in Italy. Most recently, she was 1 of 9 filmmakers 
selected for the Berlin International Film Festival Berlinale 
Talents Short Film Station with her script for “Is Your Teen a 
Homosexual?”. 

Cinematographer: Gabriele Kislat studied at the German Film 
and TV Academy (DFFB).  She has won and been nominated  
for numerous prizes and awards, including a nomination for 
Best Cinematography at Les Prize Gémeaux (the Academy of 
Canadian Cinema & Television in Quebec). 

Production Designer: Valentina Oresic, earned a BA in Film 
producing at Academy of Drama Art in Zagreb, Croatia. She 
attended the Sarajevo Berlinale Talent Campus and 
coproduced 4 short films which later made their mark on the 
international film circuit. When she isn’t producing, she is 
putting her former interior designer skills to outstanding use 
on film sets. 

Co-Producer: Faisal Lutchmedial has produced multiple award 
winning short and feature films, including the short drama 
Useless Things (2009, 16 min), which he also wrote, and won 
the Writer’s Guild of Canada English Script Prize at the 
Festival Nouveau Cinema Montreal. He also produced the 
Ugandan-Canadian feature Making the Band (2012) which 
won the Chairman’s Award at the Zanzibar International Film 
Festival.  
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Filmography of Director 
“Lost Postcards” (2016) 

“I U She” (2012) 
“Only Sky & Water” (2011) 

“Recycle, Reuse, Remix” (2009) 
“Dedashla” (2008) 

“Raya” (2005)



Contact Info 
Tamara Scherbak 

tamara@miksang.ca 
(01)-514-219-0081 

6608, 26th Avenue 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada H1T 3K9 
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